
Independent Writing Rubric

Adapted from “Independent Reading Rubric” by J K and W W, 1/2002

4
Outstanding!

3
Wow!

2
So-so

1
Oops

• You wrote the whole time.

• You made your own
writing decisions.

• You kept your pencil
moving the whole time.

• You stayed in one good
writing place.

• Your did not get distracted.

• You crossed things out
when you were revising and
editing.

• You used what you know to
help you spell words.

• You wrote most of the time.

• You made your own
writing decisions.

• You kept your pencil
moving most of the time.

• You stayed in one good
writing spot most of the
time.

• You did not get distracted.

• You crossed things out
when you were revising and
editing.

• You used what you know to
help you spell words.

• You wrote some of the
time.

• You made your own
writing decisions some of
the time.

• You kept your pencil
moving some of the time.

• You changed writing spots.

• You got distracted.

• You forgot to cross things
out when you were revising
and editing.

• You asked for help with
spelling when you were
writing.

• You wasted precious
writing time.

• You did not make your own
writing decisions.

• You did not keep your
pencil moving.

• You changed writing spots
a lot.

• You got very distracted.

• You did not revise or edit
your work.

• You did not respect the
writers around you.

• You played the “Pretend
Game.”


